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Camp Mariastella






Spring 2025

Dear Campers and Parents:

We are sending an important update.
As we are concerned with the risk of fire, a decision has been made to have our camp sessions on the property of Holy Spirit Retreat Center in Encino. This multi-acre property is owned by the Sisters of Social Service. It is safe and secure. Your daughter will have the same great time as always. We are working on planning beach trips in the middle of the sessions as an added activity. We will go to Leo Carillo State Beach in Malibu, which has lots of Lifeguards and is a good beach, with tidepools to explore.
We are attaching pictures of the Holy Spirit Retreat Center. Once the property is set up for our camping program, there is plenty of room for all our activities. We will use tents with floors, and cots with mattresses. It will be very much in Nature. It will be clean. In addition to the regular camp activities, the girls will learn to bake bread in the retreat center kitchen. We will cook out also! The location is beautiful - a small paradise hidden away - right inside the city. Using the tents with flooring is closer to the original nature experience of Camp Mariastella when we were in Wrightwood.

We will not deny any child the opportunity to attend camp. We have funds available to assist in covering the camp fee. You just need to let us know and we will extend this opportunity of assistance. If cost is not an obstacle, the cost per session is $300.00. Fee includes transportation and all activities.  Also, any camper who wishes to additional session(s) my do so at no additional charge.
Camp bus will pick up in San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles and Upland. If there are more than 5 girls in any area not listed, we can add a bus stop.
Do not let the cost keep your child from experiencing camp. IT IS ALL GOOD!
· Camp is good for kids; it frees the brain and clears the mind

· There have been research studies conducted on how attending camp can positively affect children’s development, both emotionally and intellectually.

· Nature is good for kids, it brings peace to the soul

· Meeting new people is good for kids, reduces the potential of social limitation. In our world we need to be as aware as possible of people that are not exactly the same as we are.

· Fresh air is good for kids, clears the lungs.

· Learning to work with new people of different ages is good for kids, learning skills such as conflict resolution is a life skill.

· Learning about themselves is good for kids, we need to know our own inner voice in order to make good choices.

· Camp is fun. In the midst of traditional camp activities of singing, crafts, cooking out, games, archery, and swimming,  there is self-learning and personal development occurring. Fun lifts anxiety and open channels of learning.

· Bullying is not acceptable at Camp. Learning to deal with different people/kids helps raise awareness and therefore limit bullying.
These are our sessions for Summer 2025:

July 14 –18 (4 nights) Session 1 Girls Camp

July 21 – 25 (4 nights) Session 2 Girls Camp

July 28 – August 1 (4 nights) Session 3 Girls Camp

Special Leadership Camp is planned for August 4-7. Call or email for details about this session.
If any of these details change, we will let you know asap.

It is time to prepare for summer 2025. Please return the registration form asap.

Work on completing the Health Form, to be filled out and signed by yourself or a doctor (if that is possible.) The most recent school health exam will suffice if doctor is not available.
***We are looking for a few more staff. If you are 17 years old or older and want to be a camp staff please get

in touch with our office asap.

***If you will be 15 this summer and want to be a Counselor In Training get in touch with us asap.

Please send us an email so that we can communicate about your registration through email if desired.


Sincerely,

Sr. Jennifer Gaeta

Sister Jennifer Gaeta


Camp Director

We hope to hear from all of you!

This is will be a very good summer.

Office number: 818-285-1555

Office email: Campmariastella@aol.com

4316 Lanai Road. Encino, CA 91436
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